FINANCE COMMITTEE

AUGUST 31, 2010
SELECTMEN’S MEETING ROOM

6:00 P.M. 

PRESENT:

THOMAS BLAUVELT, CHAIRMAN

LOUIS J. STARK

MARK LEFENFELD 

NORMA SIEGEL

1.
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 

2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A.
MOTION:
Dr. Siegel to approve the minutes from the June 16, 2010 meeting.


SECOND:
Mr. Lefenfeld


VOTE:
4-0

3.
REVIEW OF THE TWO PROPOSALS FOR THE HOUSATONIC 
SCHOOL:

Mr. Blauvelt advised that two Requests for Proposals were received for the Housatonic School from Bridge and CDC.  The Town Manager requested all committees review the proposals and pass on a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen.  It was noted that Mr. O’Donnell sent out the analysis from the Design Review Team and their recommendation to the Board of Selectmen was to reject both of the proposals.  Bridge offered “0” and CDC submitted an offer of $100, 000 if tax credits are obtained but if tax credits are not obtained, $10,000.  Mr. Lefenfeld suggested that CDC’s bid of $100,000 contingent upon CDC obtaining tax credits be considered and discussed by the Finance Committee only as a non-contingent bid. Bridge offered $1,000 per year in lieu of taxes.  They would occupy the property for 5 years and after that would purchase it.  They noted that they did not anticipate an impact on water, sewer or infrastructure.  They also noted that they would create 10 to 100 jobs if funding was obtained.  
MOTION:
Dr. Siegel to close the public hearing.

SECOND:
Mr. Lefenfeld

VOTE:
4-0

MOTION:
Mr. Blauvelt that the Finance Committee not support either RFP and to 


seek out other alternatives for the use of this property.

SECOND:
Mr. Lefenfeld

VOTE:
4-0

4.
NEW BUSINESS:

A.

Ballot question to repeal the chapter 40B – Affordable Housing Law.
Mr. Blauvelt advised that the ballot question is to eliminate Sections, 20, 21, 22, and 23 which allows a developer to build an affordable housing project and would require only one Special Permit before the Zoning Board of Appeals.  If the ballot question passes, those sections would be eliminated and the developer would be required to appear before all committees individually.

MOTION:
Mr. Blauvelt that the Finance Committee not supports the imitative to 


repeal of Chapter 40B.  

SECOND:
Dr. Siegel
VOTE

2-1-1 (abstention)

BUDGET MEETING SCHEDULE:

February 15, 16, 22, 23, and March 30, 2011.  All meetings will be at 6:00 p.m.

The Public Hearing will be April 6, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.

Mr. Blauvelt advised that each member of the Finance Committee is entitled to a copy of the 2010 Finance Committee Handbook from the Association of Town Finance Committees.

Mr. Stark inquired about an e-mail address being set up on the Finance Committee Website for public input and if a letter has been sent to the Town Manager in regard to the Finance Committee being more involved on any committee that affects the finances of the Town.  Mr. Blauvelt advised that these issues would be discussed when a full committee is present.  
Respectfully Submitted,

Carolyn Wichmann

Secretary

